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   In 2007, Geoscience BC launched the QUEST (QUesnellia Exploration STrategy)

Project in central British Columbia.  It was aimed at stimulating exploration interest 

and investment in an underexplored region between Williams Lake and the District 

Municipality of Mackenzie and to help diversify local forestry-based economies 

impacted by the mountain pine beetle infestation. Presently in its eighth year of 

operation as an industry-led, publicly funded organization, Geoscience BC is trying 

to track how successful it has been in positively impacting its target zones in early 

projects. The QUEST Project with its years of data is felt to be mature enough that 

it can now serve as the focus of an effective study of Geoscience BC's impacts in 

that region and by extension its potential effectiveness elsewhere in BC.

   The methodology illustrated in this preliminary document will serve as the framework 

for the comprehensive report to follow, which will offer measures of performance built 

from a diverse sample of publicly available sources of information and synthesized into 

a quantifiable and repeatable method for evaluating the effectiveness of any publically 

funded exploration initiative. It will bring to light insights into the success of the 

Geoscience BC QUEST Project model, and serve as a guide to expanded studies of 

Geoscience BC projects in the future. While this preliminary document is not all-

inclusive and guidelines and methods are still being considered in order to provide the 

best achievable product, it is strongly believed the methods have merit and will produce 

a multiplicity of valuable results and outcomes down the road.

   Total land tenure is an important aspect of provincial revenue in BC as the cost per hectare for new 

claims (throughout this time period) has been $0.40/ha/year, increasing to $4/ha/year and $8/ha/year 

in subsequent years as the tenure is continually renewed. A practice of allowing a claim to lapse and 

immediately re-staking it was noticeable in some instances and needs consideration when examining 

the actual new land staked per year.  While total land staked is valuable, it is the amount of land being 

explored and developed that will account for long-term benefits for BC.

    For the reporting period after May 14, 2007 until the end of the 2010 calendar year, there were 294 

assessment reports submitted on ground within the QUEST Project geophysical survey footprint.  

Fully 125 of these assessment reports were submitted by 37 unique operators on new ground staked 

by 44 unique owners. Of these tenure permits, 16 were joint ventures. Total reported expenditures for 

a range of exploration activities on new ground totalled $5,139,335.36 for the May14, 2007 to Dec. 31,

2010 period.

When filtering the numbers to include only those new claims that have reported work done on them and correlating  

them to important QUEST Project announcements, large spikes become evident.
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